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(Opinion on the case when the inventions do not satisfy the requirement 
of unity of invention) 

Document 1:. JP 2001-257670 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 21 September, 2001 
(21.09.01) paragraph [0006] & WO 2001/069844 Al 

Document 2: Keiji Horiuchi, Takatoshi Yoshikawa 'The New Method of 
License Key Management for Content Distribution System - key management 
for grouping content - c IEEE International Conference on consumer 
electronics 2003, 17 June, 2003 (17.06.03), p. 56-57 

Document 1 discloses that a content or content data encrypted by a 
key different for each group of the data is stored in a portable storage 
medium such as a CD. (paragraph [0006] ) 

Document 2 .discloses that a group key is prepared for a group of the. 
content and all the encrypted contents belonging to the group are 
decrypted. (see p. 56, left column, 2. (2)) 

Considering the description in the documents 1, 2 found as the result 
of the search', the technique for setting a content management unit for 
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independent claims 1, 21, 31, 41, 42 (these are treated as a group of 
inventions) . 

When the claims directly referring to the group of inventions are 
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features different from the aforementioned group of inventions. 

a. A plurality content management units exist, (claim 7) 

b. A state management table concerning the network independent 
state/correlated state is provided, (claim 12) 

c. The content management unit is switched, (claim 22) 

Consequently, the international application disclosed in claims 1-43 
is divided into four. groups of inventions. 
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